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The Crazy, lazy, hazy days of summer are soon officially here (hopefully) and thoughts are
turning to summer activities. Alongwinter and a cool wet spring cause usto crave hot sunny
days beside cool sparkling water —a diver’ sparadise. If our first Tobermory weekend isan
indication of thi Qgs to come, we will have an excellent season — | haven't seen so many
smiling sunburned faces since Cozumel.

FAMILY PICNIC
FACTORY-TO-YOU Join us as we celebrate our 20" birthday.

TENT SALE We are having aPARTY.
It's back

June 18, 19, 20

Note thelocation is changing this year to Saugeen Bluffs Conservation
Area, situated between Paisley and Burgoyne. Camping available
Friday & Saturday nights. Thisisafamily weekend for divers, spouses,
ALL THREE STORES - children, friends& dogs. Pre-registrationisimportant asthe shopswill
Kitchener, Orangeville & be arranging entry onto the grounds, as well as ensuring sufficient
Port El gi n prizes and food for the BBQ. Childrens play area and horseshoe pits.

o ) Wewill be setting up abox to collect non-perishable food itemsfor the
Thisisthe sale everyoneis [ local food bank
waiting for and asking about
9-11:30 Underwater Treasure Hunt — Southampton beach. Scuba
encouraged but not necessary. Rocks from 2" to 25 feet.
Beautiful sand beach to build sand castles or sunbathe

Don’t miss out
Best prices of the season

Activities move to Saugeen Bluffs. NOTE: itinerary is different..
Due to some mystery activities planned times may change.
1:30 Prizes

2:30 Groundhog Court - Judge Hog himself will preside over the

Now that diving season is officialy proceeding to celebrate 20 years. Reminder charges must be
underway, remember to check the forwarded to Court clerk (Judy in Port Elgin) by July 16.
bulletin board regularly as other Person laying charges will prosecute their case and subpoena
divers will post their upcoming witnesses for prosecution. Court clerk will advise defendant
diving planstoinvite other diversto who acquires defense counsel and subpoena defense
join them.  As well, any witnesses. Forms available from Judy.

announcements from the shops will

be posied as the next newsletter | 3.37  O|d Fashioned Games — the kids (young & Old) are all
comes out in September. invited to participate.

5:00 BBQ, followed by anevening Bonfire

MILESTONES
700dives DaeDouglas  May 30
400 dives Wendy Lindsay May 30
300 dives Don Thompson May 29
100 dives Bill Procknow  June 2

Sunday 12 noon 9™ annual 9 holes of golf - Southport Golf Club.
Bring item for price table ($10 value)
Water guns are optional, but fun
Ability to golf useful but not necessary







OUC Treasure Hunt
Junel9 & 20, 2004
Presgu’ile Provincial Park, Brighton

A fun weekend for the entire family organized by the
Ontario Undewater Council. Thisisone of the largest
events in Ontario with a great variety of above and
below water events. Prizes are donated by most of the
SCUBA shops in Ontario (Groundhog included)
Information is at shops and at www.
underwatercouncil.com

BLACKBEARDS Liveaboard
To celebrate our 20" birthday, we have
again scheduled a sail on Blackbeards 65€
sloop, diving where we be in the Bahamas.

A significant number of individuals have
indicated they wish to go. ONLY 20
spaces are available. Deposits are being
accepted now. Information and videos are
at the shops for you to check out.

REMINDER

Whilethelast openwater residential programisfinished
for the spring, openwater training is till  being
completed throughout the summer following a day trip
format. All students who have successfully completed
pool and theory should contact their home shop to
arrangedates. Theresidential programswill commence
again at the end of August.

TANK SKID SALE

Anyone wanting to purchase tanks need to put your
name on the skid sale order list . We bring tanksin
by the skid once or twiceayear and only individuals
who pre-order receive the specia lower pricing.
Order being placed in June.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING h

This recently located wreck in Lake Huron near
Bayvield is becoming very popular. Advanced
certification is required as she is fairly deep in
open water. Reservations required.

Sun, July 18

Sun, Aug 15
Returning this year our family day . Come
diving...bring the whole family. Everyone
welcome. Wewill supply the BBQ' s- bring your
hotdogsor hamburgers. A perfect opportunity for
new divers to enjoy some diving in a relaxed
atmosphere with experienced support available.
The SASSY unitwill beavailablefor thechildren
totry.
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Join us for some of the best wreck diving in
Ontario. Brockville has near 75+ visibility and
720 water. Follow the anchor chain from
Sparrow Island down to the Lillie Parsons and
finish with a wonderful drift down river to the
boat. Swim into the gigantic cargo holds of the
Keystorm or hug its giant propeller. Closely
check out the Robert Gaskin, one of thefew ships
that sank now one, twice, but three times. Two
days of some of the best current boat diving in
Ontario. Advanced certificationrequired. Thisis
avery popular trip and sellsout quickly - deposits
required. Thistrip requiresentry intothe U.S. so
contact us for details on what this requires.
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Once again we will be heading to Tobermory to
divetheNiagarall, plusother wrecks. Advanced
certification. Reservationsand depositsrequired.

(( WEB SITE www.groundhogdivers.com ))

GROUNDHOG DIVERSI GROUNDHOG DIVERSII GROUNDHOG (ORANGEVILLE)
194 Victoria St. N. 582 Gustavus Street 85 Broadway
Kitchener, Ontario Port Elgin, Ontario Orangeville, Ontario

(519) 742-5415 (519) 389-3629

(519) 941-6112

info@ groundhogdivers.com ghogd2@ inetsonic.com



The Weazdll

Marine Archaeology in our own Backyard

Town of Saugeen Shores, Southampton ward, is the site of Ontario’s latest
marine archaeological dig.

Ken Cassavoy is heading up the project after ribs of an
old wreck appeared in the Southampton Beach in 2002.
The“Weazell”, lost in 1798, is thought to be the oldest
known shipwreck in the Great Lakes.

All work has been, and continues, with volunteer | abour
and donations. Luckily donated Ground Positioning
and Laser Systems made the mapping of hidden
artefacts a little easier. These high tech instruments
aided in the discover of not one, but two, vessels lying
together under the sand.’

Most of the artefacts found have been of the hardware
variety with a couple of exciting and noticeable
additions — the two mast steps, and a 1 pounder swivel
cannon. This later discovery was graciously and
quickly stabilized and readied for display by the
Canadian Conservation Institute, with the remainder of
the site covered back with wet sand for protection and
future work. While the 1 pdr swivel cannon were a
common marine anti-personnel armament for those
days, this one was probably only used for signalling
purposes.

From old photographs of old working barges and re-
constructed schooners, probability isthat the“Weazel I’

Once again in February, the Groundhogs
migrated to the sunny south and spent two

wonderful weeksin Cozumel.

Theweather waswonderful, just with ateeny-tiny bit more
wind then normal for thistime of year. For thefirst time
in trip history not everyone got all their dives completed
due to Port closures. There' s afirst timefor everything.

However, just because we couldn’'t dive, dive, dive,
didn’t mean we sat around twiddling our thumbs ---
Island tours, beach parties, Carnival with its dancers and

parades, and, of course, our annual Wedding.

Y es, once again we were privileged to witness wedding
nuptials. Pleasejoin us aswe congratulate Bob Starr and
Sandra Payne on their marriage. Pre-wedding festivities
included co-ed mini-golf (the course will NEVER be the
same) and thentheboysand girlswent their separate ways.
(We won't mention that by the time the girls came home,
all the men were safely tucked in their beds)

is of the Chesapeake Legacy type. Itisrareto find
good ID on wrecks of this age!

So what happened to the *Weazell’| and why did she
end up with abarge where she did? This part of the
Lake Huron shoreline was much used in those days
by trading vessels of al types. If she did get into
trouple out from shore (say in astorm) and wanted to
run aground for protection and repairs, the present
location was probably the best choicefor amariner to
take.

Plans for further exploration in 2004 - on the
construction of thevessel sand any other artefacts, are
being put together with recruitment of volunteersand
donations. An underwater survey to try and find
other pieces away from the wreck site, will be
undertaken by volunteer divers.

For divers who have completed the NAS Level 1
Marine Archaeology program this is an excellent
opportunity to put your skills to use. As well, all
divers who have been trained to run grid-type
searches are invited to participate. Contact Doug
Freiburger in Port Elgin if you are interested.

BLANCA -R.I.P

For everyone who has travelled to Cozumel
and dove with Papa Hogs we have sad news
toreport. The‘official boss', Blanca, passed
away following surgery in March. “Lunch
with Blanca’ is now only a memory.

To honour her life, Margaret & Mike have
arranged for the donation of aveterinary x-ray
machine to be installed on the idand. It
should be operational by June 6.

Any individuals wishing to assist in this
project may donate money in Blanca's
memory a any of the Groundhog
shops. As well, Blanca t-shirts are
available at Kitchener shop for
$15 Cdn with entire funds being
forwarded to the ‘Blanca
Fund’




CONGRATULATIONS

OPENWATER
Studentscompl eting certificationssincethelast newsl etter
have enjoyed wonderful weather, both in Cozumel and
herein Ontario. Our residential weekends have enjoyed
glorioussun and unexpectedly temperatewater conditions.

Lloyd Kibler
Betty Bertovic

April Numan Dylan Caressa
Jacqueline Kippers  Mary Cresswel

Glenn Dumbleton  Megan Becker Brett Girvin
Dan Hawkins Brent Cober Gord Hill

Frank Brown Dave Evoy James House
Alastair Biscaia Harry Gallant Mick Lewis
Kevin Dawson Bill Horning Kevin Lindsay
Jim Perry Eva Kuczynski Duncan McL eod
Don Longmire Ben Schwander Dan Petrie
Sarah Hodge Raob Vettoretto Rick Wynott
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Two DAN O2 training programs have been held this spring.
It isexcellent our numbers of qualified people are growing.
Let’s hope they never have to use this knowledge but I'm
sure glad they haveit!

Don Thompson Shawn Small Dan Butson
Robert Starr Lindsay Jennings Robert Morris
TaunyaVanAllen Ralph Brooks Jeff Fischer
Shannon Gough Randy Bennett Anne Rollings
John Christie Rod Gillis Hank Lammers
Kailan Gough Karen Dillabough Bill Procknow

ADVANCED

Once you have developed good bouyancy
control (normally 15 dives) it istimeto learn
more specific skills — compass navigation,
search & recovery, night diving, deep diving,
precision bouyancy. Congratulations to the
followingindividualswho participated in the
first advanced openwater program of 2004
Ryan Groot
Eric Green
Robert Reed

NITROX

One day nitrox programs will be offered with
a minimum of two students participating.
This program will provide divers with the
basic knowledge and skills for diving with
nitrox. The dives required to complete the
certification can be completed on any of our
scheduled dive weekends. The program will
be offered thoughout the season and we will
try to accommodate your schedule for the
classportion. Contact you nearest Groundhog
shop for details and arrangement of dates.

DAN TAG
Y ou have seen them in Alert Diver. Y ou have seen them
in the store. You have seen them at the dive site. BUT
HAVE YOU SEEN THEM? Excellent for all divers, but

EQUIPMENT
Wishing to learn more about their equipment
and how to save a dive due to minor
equipment challenges, the following
individuals completed the equipment course
this winter

Hank Lammers
Bill Procknow
Dan Beauchemin

Jeff Chatterton
Steve Good
Joseph Marshall

aNECESSITY for any diver who wears a medical alert
bracelet. TheDAN TAG, clippedtoyour BC, will inform
those who need to know who you are, emergency contact
information and any medical conditions or alergies. It
could save your life! Order formsin Alert Diver and at
the dive stores.

SCUBA EXPERIENCE
Orangeville Jun21

Kitchener by appointment

GROUNDHOG

Tim Lahey groundhogged on Feb 25 in Cozumel, one of the few locations where the full 24 hoursis
utilized for initiation

Grace Haskell groundhogged on May 29 in Tobermory. She was the first cold water groundhog for 2004

Tatiana Blake groundhogged on June 5 in Tobermory







