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Groundhog Divers

To show our appreciation
and to thank you for your patronage
we invite you to attend our

Christmaswine and cheese
Christman chaon, Woé slorin,
MYMOULY M@ﬁmﬁ@? w/nfm/ﬁvﬁw@

Saturday, December 3
10:00 am. to 6:00 p.m.

582 Gustavus St, Port Elgin
194 Victoria Street N. Kitchener
R. R. #4, Orangeville

SANTA sale TN
Check the enclosed stuffer for P
details, &
DECEMBER HOURS

In addition to our regular winter hours, the shops will be open
the following additional hoursto assist with your Christmas
shopping

Port Elgin:  Sunday, Dec 4,18 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m.
Kitchener:  Sunday, Dec 4, 11,18 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m.

Is there something special in scuba equipment you
want for Christmasand you just can’t figure out how
to tell your family what it is?

Well, we can help.

Just come into your home shop and fill in the gift
registry. Now your special someonewill be able
to choose the perfect present for you and it will even
be the exact colour you wanted.




Thefollowing divers, depending on the date, certified in weather conditions from warm sun to snow storms. It's
interesting to notethat several who certified inthe roughest conditions have donethe most diving thisfall. Wedive
in Ontario because we love the sport — the peace of being underwater and the fellowship above. Congratulations
to al our new diving buddies.

OPENWATER Aino-May Binnendyk Mitch Dupon Scott Thorburn
Friedrich Wiggerman Kathleen Thomas Patrick Faugh Tristam Thorburn
Saly Treidlinger Lola Armstrong Richard Frey Rachell Wall

Ben Smith Jason Arnold Earl McCluskie

Lydia Treidlinger Aaron Bowers Erin McKechnie ADVANCED
Deb Reid Joel Bowers Anthony Mitts ErnieMorin
Kevin Garlough Dan Bye Francisco Monago Gregory Ward

TRAINING ASSISTANTS GROUNDHOGS

The following people completed 50 dives in their
The following individuals have spent many first year of diving and were suitably welcomed
hours both in the classroom, pool and into the Fraternity of the Groundhog. If they asked
openwater to complete the certified training their three questions wisely, they now know the
assistant program. They arewell qudified to answer to the question “Where did the name

assist the SCUBA instructors during our Groundhog come from?”’

training programs. Congratulations on ajob _ _
well done. Allison Cunningham  Oct 1 Tub Scrub

JulieAnneBallinger Oct1l Tub Scrub
Dave Grolla Jim Perry James McDougall Oct 9
JmYoung Heidi Wolfe Dave McFarlane Oct 9

Frank O’ Reilly Oct 9

MILESTONE: DaveJones 100 dives

1000 DIVES

Congratulations to Dave Wedge

On Sunday, November 13 Dave completed his 1000™ dive.
Dave had been voted least likely to complete the pool
training and when he booked a Blackbeards cruise to
complete his certification people wondered. Dave certified
Dec 1, 1996, on our Blackbeards cruise, went Groundhog
November 1997, and has averaged over 111 dives each year
for the past nine years. He has never slowed down and still
enjoys diving as much today as when he first started.




Cozumel islessthan 3 monthsaway! We're starting to get excited. A romantic get-away, a singles swing or
family vacation with your children —Cozumel can beall of these. Join usfor the perfect vacation of gorgeous
weather, white sand, crystal clear waters, incredible coral reefs and safe streets. Dive with eagle rays, turtles,
moray eels and sea horses. Deep seafishing is also available. Two of our departure dates arrive in time to
enjoy the colour and excitement of Festival — I’ ve never seen parades like they do them in Cozumel.

Cozumel isaiveand well! Hurricane Wilma stalled over Cozumel for 60 hoursin November. However, the
United States should takealesson from Cozumellianswho have already restored their island, ready for visitors.
The first cruise ships arrived November 14 and the travelers were amazed.

Divers are most interested in the condition of thereefs. The deeper reefs show some rearrangement of sand
— there are actually some new swim throughs to discover — but the maority of corals are intact providing
spectacular diving.

Papahogs received some damage. The three-story waves destroyed the pier and the two-storey building on
thewater. Work isalready started on rebuilding the pier and by February it should be ready to |oad 6 passenger
boats. Papahogs have moved the office back acrossthestreet intoitsoriginal space besidetherestaurant. The
restaurant is open for business and Hogtown Hotel is open as well.

For those vacationers planning ontravelling to Cozumel, the primary hotel swe have been using—VillaBlanca,
Hotel Cozumel, Hotel Colonial and Casa Mexicana— are all open asthisiswritten and are booking quickly
for the winter. The large resorts to the south will not be open until later this spring.  Anyone who is
anticipating pricingto drop for winter travel to Cozumel will be disappointed. Margaret of Papahogs expects
that hotel prices will actually rise as the travel season gets closer because of supply and demand. Thisis
because theisland will have only 30% room availability in Jan/Feb and there are alot of peoplewho travel to
Cozumel annually who this year are determined to return in support of the island.

$#




AQUARIUM OF NIAGARA —SEA LIONS

mid January — date to be determined
Experience a salt water dive with California sealions at the Aquarium of Niagara, NiagaraFalls, NY.
Enjoy a 20-30 minute dive in the Aquarium’s 100,000 gallon main pool with the sealions and atrainer for
some interactive fun. Thisis preceeded by abriefing by aMarine Mammal Trainer. Spend the rest of
your day enjoying the exhibits featuring 1,500 aquatic animals ranging from the Sturgeon of the Great
Lakes to the Pirana of the mighty Amazon and/or tour the falls.

Number of participants are limited.
Cost per diver is$100.00 US.
Divers provide own wetsuits and dive gear (no exposed lead weights)
Make sure you bring your certification card.

Pre-registration and payment is required.
Contact Don at the Orangeville store to book.
Once date is firmed up the first people who pay in full are on the list.
There will be no refunds for cancellations unless a replacement is found.

SANTA IDEAS

An inflatable kayak, the DIVEY AK, is now available at
the shops. Two sizes are available: one or two person.

These kayaksfold down tofit into any vehicle’ strunk and GROUNDHOG DIVERS
are easily inflated. Just think, the Erie Stuart off 194 Victoria St. N.
Southampton is now accessible, the grotto at Tobermory : :

doesn’t need to be chartered, and those walls north of KItChener’ Ontario N2H 5C6
Wiarton are now within reach. Priced perfectly for a Tel: 519-742-5415
specia Christmas present or a specia toy for yourself. Fax:519-743-6136

ghd1@ rogers.com

Christmas cards with a SCUBA theme. Santa likes to
SCUBA divetoo. Check them out at the dive shops GROUNDHOG DIVERSI|
582 Gustavus St.

Port Elgin, Ontario NOH 2C0O
Tel: 519-389-3629
Fax: 519-389-3883
ghogd2 @ bmts.com

GROUNDHOG DIVERS
(ORANGEVILLLE)
#346274, 15™ Sideroad Mono
R.R.#4
Orangeville, Ontario LO9W 2Z1
Tel: 519-941-6112
groundhog@bel Inet.ca

Orangeville Mon, Dec 12

Hanover Wed, Dec 14
Wingham Thurs, Dec 15
Kitchener By appointment

YOU CAN REACH US AT
www.groundhogdivers.com




